[From  Ihe  Albany  Evening  Journal.] 
Literary  News. — Temperance  History. — It 
has  been  a  question  of  a  good  deal  of  interest 
and  enquiry  among  the  writers  on  Temperance, 
as  to  when,  where,  and  by  whom,  the  flist  Tem- 
perance Society  was  organized.  It  was  at  length 
pretty  generally  agreed,  that  it  was  at  Moreau, 
in  the  State  of  New  York,  in  1808,  by  Dr.  Billy 
J.  Clark,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Armstrong.  It  is 
accordingly  so  stated  in  Appleton's  new  Cyclo- 
pedia, in  an  article  on  Total  Abstinence,  written 
by  Mr.  Greeley.  It  seems,  however,  that  a  So- 
ciety was  established  three  years  earlier  (1805) 
at  Allentown,  New  Jers3y.  Eev.  E.  Page,  of 
Trenton,  has  lately  forwarded  the  "  Constitution 
Book  "  of  that  Society,  (it  was  called  the  "  Sober 
Society,")  with  the  original  fifty-eight  signatures, 
to  Prof.  Amasa  McCoy,  of  Albany,  Correspond- 
ing Secretary  of  the  World's  Temperance  Com- 
mittee,* and  late  Editor  of  the  Prohibitionist, 
who  has  long  been  collecting  materials  for  a  full 
and  authentic  History  of  the  Temperance  Reform, 
from  its  origin  to  the  present  time,  tracing  its 
influence  upon  the  habits,  the  social  usages,  the 
politics,  and  the  legislation,  of  this  and  other 
countries. 

We  infer  that  the  prospect  of  a  history,  from 
such  a  source,  will  be  agreeable  information  '.o 
many  friends  of  the  cause.  A  distinguished  and 
laborious  collector  of  statistics  on  Temperance 
in  New  York,  (the  first  who  exposed  the  Distil- 
lery Milk  Nuisance,  in  1841,)  writes  to  a  friend 
in  Albany,  as  follows  :  "  Should  I  understand 
that  it  is  Professor  McCoy's  purpose  to  prepare 
a  full  history  of  the  Temperance  Reform  for 
publication  ?  If  such  is  his  design,  I  should  be 
happy  to  favor  his  object.  The  history  of  the 
Reform  has  never  been  written;  and  I  would 
rejoice  that  it  had  been  undertaken  by  one  so 
eminently  qualified  to  do  it  justice." 

The  most  indifferent  observer  of  this  move- 
ment, or  even  an  opponent  of  some  of  its  later 
phases,  feels  some  interest  in  a  faithful  record  of 
its  rise  and  progress,  when  he  is  told  that  it  was 
computed  twenty  years  ago,  that  it  had  saved  a 
million  of  lives ;  and  that  so  learned  and  eminent 
an  authority  as  the  late  Dr.  John  C.  Warren,  of 
Boston,  held  in  his  writings,  that  it  had  added 
not  less  than  one-sixth  to  the  wealth  and  moral 
energy  of  Massachusetts.  A  year  before  his 
death,  writing  from  Marshfield,  Daniel  Webster 
expressed  himself  as  follows  :  "  There  can  be  no 
question  that  the  Temperance  movement  in  the 
United  States  has  done  infinite  good." 

*  The  World's  Temperance  Committee. 

[Appointed  at  the  Second  World's  Temperance  Con- 
vention, New  York,  6—9  September,  1853,  to  call  future 
Conventions,  "and  devise  such  oilier  measures,  from  lime 
to  time,  as  may  be  desirable  for  tbe  cause  of  Temperance 
throughout  the  World."] 

Hon.  Neal  Dow,  Portland.  Maine,  Chairman. 

Hon.  Malcolm  Cameron,  Port  Sarnia,  Canada  West. 

Hon.  John  B.  O'Neal,  Newberry,  South  Carolina. 

Gen.  S.  P.  Cary,  College  Hill,  Ohio. 

Christian  Keener,  Esq.,  Baltimore,  Maryland. 

Edward  C.  Df.lavan,  Esq.,  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Prof.  Amasa  McCoy,  Albany,  N.  Y.,  Corresponding  Sec- 
retary. 

Hon.E.  Corning,  Albany,  N.  Y.,  Treasurer. 
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